Experiments zcith Alcohol. ^V"hen spirits are taken into the stomach, in a certain quantity, they produce that kind of delirium which constitutes intoxication : when taken in a larger quantity, it is well known that they destroy life elapsed from the time of (he poison being'inserted, to that of the animal being affected, except in one instance where a ligature was applied on the limb, which will be mentioned afterwards. The woorara which I employed had been preserved for some years, which' will account for its having been less active than it has been described to be, by those who we may suppose that they enter the circulation through the divided blood-vessels.
IV.
The facts already related led me to conclude that alcohol, the essential oil of almonds, the juice of aconite, the oil of tobacco, and the woorara, occasion death simply by destroy* iug the functions of the brain. The following experiment appears fully to establish the truth of this conclusion.
?xp. 30 The stomach, tlic liver, the kidneys, and many other organs are necessary to life, but their constant action is not necessary ; and the cessation of their functions cannot therefore be the immediate cause ot death. As in this case the action of the heart had never ceased ; as the circulation of the blood was kept up by artificial respiration for more than an hour and twenty minutes after the poison had produced its full effects ; and as during this time the usual changes in the colour of the blood took place in the lungs; it is evident that
